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9 FAIRCHILD MEDICAL CENTER

New medical center becomes a reahty

BY CHRIS REARDON
FMC Staff Development Director

YREKA — Over the years there
were several false starts in getting the
new hospital project under way.

What made the crucial difference
in this most recent (and successful)
effort was one unescapable fact: due to
increasingly more stringent govern-
ment regulations regarding building
safety (earthquakes, etc.), in approxi-
mately 10 years Siskiyou General
Hospital would be so hopelessly out of
compliance that it would be forced to
shut its doors.

In a community struggling to
attract new business, maintain its eco-
nomic base, and provide an attractive
environment for both retirees and
young families, the continuance of a
hospital in Yreka was crucial. And so
the quest for the means to build a new
hospital began in earnest.

The first major step was securing
the $2 million matching grant from

the McConnell Foundation. This had a

major stipulation: that we raise $2
million first from our own communi-

With the guidance of a consulting
group, Underwood & Associates, we
structured our approach "from the
inside out and from the top down".
This meant that first we got dona-
tions from the Hospital Board of
Directors, the medical staff and the
employees of Siskiyou General
Hospital. Industry statistics indicat-
ed that typical compliance for efforts
of this kind were in the range of 67
percent. At Siskiyou General

Hospital, we secured donations from
97 percent of the staff — an unbeliev-
able show of support and solidarity.
Next, fund raisers went to promi-
nent and wealthy members in the
county to solicit major donations, fol-
lowed by a series of general communi-
ty fundraisers.such as the sale of com-

PHOTO BY GORDON LOOMIS

This spectacular aerial view of the new Fairchild Medical Center was taken at an elevation of approximately 1,500 feet.

memorative bricks, car raffles, golf
tournaments, etc. At'the conclusion of
these efforts, we had raised, in actual
and pledged donations, $2.8 million.
Additionally, we received $100,000
from the Sierra Health Foundation;
$25,000 from the Thomas D. Taylor
Foundation; and $20,000 from the

PHOTOS BY GORDON LOOMIS

Emil lversen and Larry Southerland help the hospital move a file cabinet from the
business office of Siskiyou General (above) to the Fairchild Medical Center (right).
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Ben B. Cheney Foundation. Siskiyou
General Hospital already had, from
many years of donations, $3:3 million -
towards the construction of a new
hospital. Lastly, we were able to
secure an $8.6 million loan at 4.5 per-
cent interest rate from Rural
Development, which was the final
financial hurdle.

Concurrent with fundraising
efforts was one of the key moments of
the entire affair: the gifting of 10
prime acres of land to us by Stan
Friden. Several offers of land had
been made, and indeed the hospital
already owned land that at one time
was thought to be the site of a new
hospital. But the cost of déveloping
these other sites was prohibitive, and
‘thus Mr. Friden's donation was
absolutely crucial to the success of
the new hospital project.” ;

An architectural firm, NBBJ, was
hired to design and draw up the plans
for the new hospital. There were end-
less meetings, with many of our staff
providing input on a myriad of practi-
cal factors: what goes on what wall,
how many cupboards here, how many
drawers there, the critical dimen-
sions of diagnostic areas, etc. One fac-'
tor was not negotiable: the size of the
facility could be no-more than 64,000
sq. feet, because that represented the
financial limit of what we could afford
to build. It was a monumental effort
to plan out every detail of a hospital
from the ground up, but in the end, a
great design was agreed upon.

. Construction began in May of
1996. The work went swiftly, the only.
major setback occurring early on was
the discovery of a spring that had not
been detected during the geologic sur-
vey requiring the placement of addi-
tional drainage.

. Siskiyou General Hospltal closed
its doors on July 7; and by July 11,
the Fairchild Medical Center opened
its doors to a new era.

RUDOLPH s~ SLETTEN«

General and lﬁ‘tim-rin‘ Contraataes
Lisesar r9oeay

PHOTO BY GORDON LOOMIS

Rudolph and Sletten Inc. were the main contractors hired to build the medical center. The “Project Team” included Project
Foreman Fritz West of Ashland, Ore., Senior Project Engineer Craig Jamison of Loomis, Field Office Coordinator Sherry
Robinson of Montague and Semor Prolect Manager Randy Stephenson of Grenada.

Tamera Wyman, Diane Corlett
Banking Center Managers

WELLS FARGO Inside Raley's

1842 Ft. Jones Road
Yreka, CA 865097

(S16) 842-6347

(S16) 247-5599 pager
(800} BE9- 35‘5724 hr, cust, sarv.

“The Cleanest Wash In Town”
Self Service or Wash and Fold
Friendly Attendants.
Open Everyday

7 a.m. til 9 p.m.

Next to
Ray’s Food Place
No. Yreka Exit » 842-5116

M MEDICAL CENTER &
MEDICAL CENTER PHARMACY

730 & 742 South Main, Yreka
842-4301 842-4304




— N . O L N e B e e el e X T

o e, 0

e B e e e Ban s

T

T e S T oy S Ty ey T

T g e S oy 4 2 i

Ty - T e =

& FaacyiLo: Mepicsn CENTER SALUTE

Early days of hospitals unlike today

robably no other building

on earth is witness to more
drama than a hospital.
From first gasp to last, our
lives are entwined within
the white walls of this structure. It
can be a scary place or a place of joy.
Mostly, it is a place of hope.
The history of our county's oldest

Nancy 9
Drennon

hospital possesses all those human
dramas plus a fascinating account of
political maneuvering and heated
controversy raging over its long exis-
tence of nearly 140 years.

This story is intended only as a
look back in time about this most
important edifice of our county. But
before delving into that history, it is
necessary to understand just what a
hospital "wasn't" in the early days of
our county and for that matter the

PHOTO COURTESY SISKIYOU COUNTY MUSEUM

SErehmadl In 1856, Siskiyou County rented the James Ensey House for use as a county hospital. It was very different from the hospitals
It was an awful thing to be a sick  known today. It was used as a “pest house” and to care for the indigent poor and sick. To pay for its operation, the county

person anywhere at all before the = levied a tax on every adult male over 21 years of age. Admission was granted by the board of supervisors.

& ongrafu/aiibns fo

Fairchild Medical Center”

D.PM.
Foot SPECIALIST

eFoot Surgery ®Sports Injuries ®Custom Orthotics
eBunions ¢Corns/Calluses ®Diabetic Foot Care

“Congratulations
Yreka
on the New Hospital!”
From the membership of the

YREKA CHAMBER

orF COMMERCE
117 W. Miner, Yreka
842-1649

www.yrekachamber.comm

eHeel & Arch Pain eWarts eHammertoes
eNail Problems

Member American Association of Podiatric Physicians & Surgeons

8§22 Pine St. 1009 Sa. MHain St.
Howunt Skasta Yreka
926-56176 §¢2-67168

A big thanks to all of the contractors, their
crews, and the staff of Siskiyou General Hospital
for shopping at Yreka Hardware during the
construction of the new Fairchild Medical Center.

YREKA HARDWARE CO.
504 SO. MAIN, YREKA, CA. 96097

(916) 842-2883

We’re Proud Of Our New Hospital
& The Community Effort To
Make The Hospital A Reality!

5 Locations to Serve You...
Weed ¢ Mt. Shasta * Yreka
Fort Jones ¢ Etna
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19th century. Hospitals or “hospital-
ias" as they were called in Europe
were horrible places where the poor,
sick, crippled, insane and orphaned
were often lumped together under
one roof. .

Pest houses were built in remote
places for those afflicted with conta-
gious diseases. With few exceptions
all of these places were filthy, dis-
ease ridden, rat infested buildings
with almost no sunlight and totally
untrained personnel. In fact, it was
not unusual for inmates from local
prisons to be assigned as nurses for

"the poor in pest houses.

Doctors, having no knowledge of
germs or modern medicine, were
held in low esteem by patients who
were terrified of the hospital horror
stories. And small wonder when nine
out of ten surgical patients died, as
doctors, unaware, washed their -
hands “after" an operation, not
before! Needless to say, the wealthy
never went to hospitals.

In a young Siskiyou County, a
hospital of sorts opened for a time on
Miner Street in Yreka. But it was
short-lived as most doctors were
here, not to doctor, but to seek gold
like everyone else. ’

Then in 1856, the county rented
the James Ensey house in Yreka for
use as a county hospital. Though not
the hellhole of earlier pest houses,
this was not to be a public hospital
as we know it today. Its purpose was
for use as a pest house and for care
of the indigent (poor) and the indi-

gent sick.

The county leyied a small tax on
every adult male over 21 years of
age to operate its rented hospital.
Admission by indigents was granted
only after the person, sick or not,
appeared before the board of super-
visors to petition for care. The
applicant had to prove owning no
assets and then endure his or her
name printed in the local newspa-
per.

The post of County Physician
came into being in 1854. It became
his job to manage the hospital. It
also became a powerful political
force in Siskiyou County and a

- source of fierce professional jealousy
as years went by. The first doctor to
hold this post was S.W. Chute fol-
lowed by Dr. John Ridgley.

By 1857 the county decided to
buy its own hospital building. The
property selected on Oregon Street
belonged to none other than Dr.
Ridgley. The price of $5500 was con-
sidered exorbitant by many, but the
deal went through anyway, and the

The first Siskiyou County Hosptial opened in 1890, after being purchased from Dr.
considered an exorbitant sum by many, howeverthe deal went through anyway.

county opened its first county-owned
hospital in Sept. 1857.

Enter Dr. Cabaniss. As the new
County Physician his salary of $4500
per year was to cover such items as
cooking, cleaning, and laundry ser-
vices for the patients as well as med-
ical care for those needingit. Cost of
burial for expired patients was later
added. This was no doubt a good
incentive for good doctoring:

Many doctors of the day were
politically inclined, some serving as
supervisor, coroner, and tax collector.
Dr. Cabaniss was no exception. He
was called a "fire-brand" with strong
opinions. His management of the
hospital was blasted by a political
opponent, David Colton, who also
happened to be part owner of the
Yreka Journal. \ A

A verbal assault ensued between

-the two men in the Journal. It

became serious when Cotton chal-
lenged the doctor to a duel and
Cabaniss accepted. On their way to
the duel in Oregon (dueling was ille-
gal in California) the two somehow

* settled their differences and the

county retained its fiery county
physician until 1862 when Dr.
Danial Ream took over.

Now it just so happened that Dr.
Ream owned property that included
both sides of Yreka Creek along
what is now Main Street.

BRAND -N- IRON STEAK HOUSE
& SPORTS BAR

Serving the finest Steaks, Prime Rib, Chicken, Pasta & Ribs

CATERING AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS
INCLUDING A NO HOST BAR

612 S. MAIN, YREKA, CA  842-5947

By 1870 the number of “inmates”
had increased so that a new hospital
was sorely needed. It is interesting
to note that the homeless outnum-
bered the ill. The sequence of events
that followed is still capable of rais-
ing a few eyebrows over the county's
selection of a site.

The board of supervisors appoint-
ed a committee to research a site. It
was the-committee's recommenda- -
tion that Dr. Ream's property be
purchased and the appra.lsal was set
at $3750.

The board erupted in angry
debate, but finally accepted the site
with an amended appraisal of $3500.
No other site was even considered,
and to add to the controversy, Dr.
Ream bought, at auction, the old
county hospital building. The fact
that he was a very beloved man who
would keep his county post for 20
years probably helped que]l the gos-
sip. ;

Meanwhile the new hospital was
housed in an existing building on the
property. A garden was planted to
provide vegetables for the patients
and water for the hospital was
pumped from the creek. The county
helped tend the gardens.

With repairs, this building lasted
until 1890 when the county spent
$4711 plus $352 (for extra work) on
a truly new, two-story structure,

L

<

PHOTO COURTESY OF SIbKIYOU Co UNTY MUSEUM

John Ridgley for $5,500\. This was

_ which was built on the west side of

the creek.
There were some rocky times
ahead as this hospital, still a home

. for the homeless and the indigent

sick, prepared for dramatic new
changes in a new century

On Jan. 9, 1890, Siskiyou County
Hospital opened its impressive new
hospital on the west side of Yreka
Creek. The two-story, wooden struc-
ture, just like its predecessors,
housed only the indigent sick and the
homeless poor. .

In a surprise move the board of
supervisors hired a seward to man-
age the hospital, a move that greatly
diminished the authority of the coun-
ty physician who until then, had con-
trolled everything from surgery to

- bed sheets. Why the board's decision

to change is uncertain to this day.

Alarge addition with 53 more beds
plus real wash basins with hot and
cold running water came in 1908 at a
cost of $19,600.

- The poor housed at the hospital
outnumbered the sick poor. However,
these people apparently had enough
money to buy hquor because by order
of the board in-1910, saloon keepers
were ordered to "stop selling mtox1-
cants to the inmates of the hospital."

Then in 1920, a dynamic Dr.
Charles Pius became county physi-

See HISTORY on page 6

FARM
qINSURAN(E)
/‘P‘P."P_”” 22

ERS
2\

Business: (916) 335-4704

Farmers Insurance _(,‘roup of Companies

DAVID B. WINNINGHAM, CLU

| Insurance Agency
“Gets you back where you belong’
37181 Main Street ©

Lic. #0B97856

Burney, CA. 96013
e Fax: (916) 335-4852
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History

Continued from page 5

cian, and the push was on for a new
hospital to replace the now outdated
wooden structure. Plans called for a
100 bed, $200,000 hospital to be built
on the east side of Yreka Creek.

Angry protests grew to fever pitch
throughout the county. A 10 percent
fee to the architect was a big sore spot
as was the high cost and the east
creek siting. The hot debate raged for
three more years during which time
the California State Board of
Charities and Corrections studied the
problem and determined that a 35-
bed hospital was adequate.

The supervisors also decided that
this should be a general county hos-
pital — to admit the general, paying
public along with the needy (In 1925
there was no welfare department).

The general public had had access
to small, private hospitals in the
county, but none provided the level of
services the new hospital would offer.

Finally, the decision was made to
proceed, and the result on Aug. 3,
1926 was the beautiful brick building

"that now graces the west side of
Yreka Creek and the one still stand-
ing along Main Street in Yreka. The
building’s unique high-roof/chalet
look was prompted by a community
that remembered the severe storm in
1898 that collapsed many Yreka
roofs.

Beside its appealing look, the new
Siskiyou General Hospital was a
state-of-the-art, modern facility of the
first order. Many new advances in the
medical field were incorporated, how-
ever, there was a serious
problem...somebody forgot to include
a kitchen!

As astounding as this fact is, it
took red faces only a flash to have an
addition tacked on to the back of the
new building with a ramp to wheel
food into the hospital—still in use
today. But except for this inconve-

-
——

2 ""ﬂ_p--—.-.._.

DAILY NEWS PHOTO/LORI SELLSTROM

Siskiyou General Hospital was built in 1926 along Main Street in Yreka. The building’s unique high roof was prompted by a
community who remembered the huge storm of 1898. Although many state-of-the-art advances were incorporated, somebody
forgot to include a kitchen. The kitchen was later added to the back.

nience SGH was a source of pride for
many years.

However, nothing changes so
rapidly as medical “state-of-the-art”
so that in 1940 and again in 1956
more space was added, the latter pro-
viding for extended care — a concept
at least 10 years ahead of its time.

By 1960, new medical advances
and equipment requirements were so
great that the then county physician,
Dr. Albert Newton clamored for a new
facility or at least, a large addition.
He and other meémbers of the medical
community formed Siskiyou Hospital
Inc. (SHI), a nonprofit group to help
raise funds. SHI used a Hill-Burton
matching funds method and sent out
a plea to the community. One thou-
sand five hundred thirty two families,

DAILY NEWS PHOTO/LORI SELLSTROM

The new Fairchild Medical Center, located at the top of Bruce Street, is 64,000
square feet and cost $15.8 million dollars to build. The facility opened in July.

businesses and organizations donat-
ed $378,000, and the new Albert H.
Newton Building was completed in
1966 attaching to the south side of
the brick structure. Surgery, obstet-
rics, emergency and pathology
expanded. ;

But trouble was just around the
corner as a new Medicare program’
plus the supervisors' inability to keep
the hospital out of the red threatened
to close SGH. For three years run-
ning, the hospital had lost several
hundred-thousand dollars.

Closure date was set for Dec. 31,
1968. County patients would be sent
to Medford, Ore., while paying
patients would need to relocate them-
selves to private hospitals.

At the request of the supervisors,
the California Taxpayers Association
studied the problem. Its resulting
report was that poor management
plus a wide variety of cause/effect
problems needed revamping to get
things back on track. Among some
hard choices were the reduction of 23
staff positions, fewer beds (that per-
mitted turning the north-wing of the
hospital over to public health) and
finally, management of the hospital
by other than the board of supervi-
SOTS.

This latter was accomplished
when Dr. Newton revived SHI which
took over control from the supervi-
sors. Initially, however, SHI used the
services of a profit management
group called Beverly Enterprises
which loaned SHI $250,000 to help
get the hospital back on its feet.

This didn't set well with some in
the community, but the plan worked —
so well, in fact, that by 1976, SHI
assumed full responsibility and has
kept Siskiyou General Hospital in
excellent financial standing ever
since. Before moving into the new

Fairchild Medical Center, the lay vol-
unteer board consisted of 11 members
and was led by chairman Dr. David
Herfindahl with Ken Monfore as hos-
pital administrator.

Since 1966, SGH received full
accreditation from a national Joint
Commission and the Medical
Association for passing strict guide-
lines in all aspects of its operations.

The facility had the most modern
equipment including advanced imag-
ing and nuclear medicine in addition
to many special services. No less than
92 percent of the doctors were board
certified (a third higher percentage
than most) plus highly qualified
nurses and a volunteer hospital aux-
iliary that was second to none. Out-
patient treatment outnumbered in-
patient by two-thirds requiring fewer
beds, but more equipment.

With the new Fairchild Medical
Center now operating, all the above
and more are included. The Siskiyou
Historical Society hopes that the old
brick charmer, no longer suitable for
a modern hospital, will remain for
other uses. ;

One hundred years ago it was the
duty of the hospital management to:
purchase firewood, retain liquor,
molasses and linen under key, take
attendance morning and evening,
supervise repair work, cultivate the
hospital garden, lock the outer gate
at 9 p.m. and make sure every
patient was in bed by 10 p.m.

Just as the last 100 years brought
profound changes, so too will the next
century awaken to a long list of new
challenges for our hospital.

B Nancy Drennon is a hisorical
writer for the Siskiyou Daily News.
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Foundation ensures hospital’s future

BY CHRIS REARDON
FMC Staff Development Director

YREKA — As the new Fairchild
Medical Center dream came closer to
reality, a group of civic-minded com-
munity members met to plan the for-
mation of an endowment foundation
to work in concert with fhe new facil-
ity to help promote and support
health care in the community.

Such foundations are common
adjuncts and partners to hospitals,
health care facilities, and support
groups of various natures. These
organizations enable groups, associ-
ations and facilities to establish
funds and build reserves to provide
for special needs.

The Fairchild Medical Center
Foundation (FMCF), a tax-exempt
non-proﬁt organization, was formed

. in the fall of 1995 — its mission to

support the Fairchild Medical
Center by obtaining grants, endow-
ment gifts, gifts of real property and
other contributions for the use and
benefit of health care in the area.
Additional areas of focus include
advances in treatment, education
and rehabilitation as well as acquisi-
tion of new equipment and technolo-

gy.

PHOTO BY GORDON LOOMIS

The executive board of F.M.C. Foundation includes, left to right: Ann Kaster, Douglas Langford, Jackie Roy, George
Thackeray, Kenneth Monfore (hospital adminstrator), Bob Rice, Bill Overman (Chairman), Dwight Roberts, Betsey Shuteroff,
Carol Crebbin (director of development) and Susan Arner. Not pictured: Bill Mathews and O.B. Parks.

Jim Wilson of Yreka served as the
original board chairperson. He was
determined to see the fledgling foun-
dation incorporated and successfully

launched. Wilson dedicated untold
hours and personal effort to help get
the. foundation under way. He
recruited various local residents

with a wide range of talents, exper-
tise and interests to join the newly
formed board of directors.

See FOUNDATION on page 8

Mercy Flights would like you to join them in welcoming Fairchild Medical Center to the Siskiyou County community.
Mercy Flights commitment to 24 hour quality service includes air ambulance for the entire western United States, ground ambu-
lance service for most of Jackson County and helicopter service for life-threatening situations, all equipped with advanced life

Mercy Flights, Inc.

An Oregon Non-Profit Corporation

Caring Since 1949

914 W. Main St.
Medford, OR.
Dispatch: 1-800-78-MERCY
Office: (541) 779-1019 1|
Fax:

(541) 779-0259

support systems and professionally trained personnel ready to respond to any emergency.

Mercy Flights offers a membership program allowing for quality emergency care at little or no cost.to the member. Become a
member of the Mercy Flights family by enrolling today - you never know when an accident might happen to you. i

iN AN EMERGENCY DIAL 9-1-1

FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION CALL (541) 779-1019 OR 1-800-903-9000
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Foundation

Continued from page 7

Bilt Overman, foundation chairman

But in February of this year, Jim
Wilson was appointed to the board of
directors of the new Medical Center,
and he therefore resigned from the
Foundation Board. Bill Overman,
equally enthusiastic about the
promise and potential for the foun-
dation in the community, was select-
ed as the new chairperson for the
foundation.

“In order to be successful we have
to have the backing and spirit of
teamwork from the community...we
have already received several gifts
that have enabled the Foundation to

complete its initial organization and
begin pursuing our goals," said
Overman.

Carol Crebbin has been appointed
as development director for the foun-
dation. She served as fund develop-
ment director for the Challenge
Campaign that raised the funds for
the new Fairchild Medical Center;
thus, it is a natural transition for
her to move on to the Foundation in.
a similar capacity.

. “I feel that it was a tremendous

opportunity to have been a part of
the Challenge Campaign, and I feel
very privileged to be a part of our
new Fairchild Medical
Foundation,” said Crebbin.

projects, community activities, and For
ways for community members to
participate and become involved
with the Foundation. Among these
are the opening of the Foundation
_thrift shop, the Festival of Trees
(planned for 1998), and other excit-

From Left to right, Jim Wilson, Kevin Eberle, Ann Kaster, and John Collier performed the new hospital’s ribbon cutting.

ing, fun events that promise not
only to help raise important funds
but to generate a spirit of partici-
pation and sense of communal
effort for common benefit.

Center

There are many plans for future
information about the
Foundation, how to use the vari-
ous gift programs or how to
become involved, call the hospital
at 842-4121 and ask to speak with
Carol Crebbin.

4 Yreka Sew & Vac )

SAVE$ VACUUM SALE RBRUZIR

Waranteed & Reconditioned Uprights
& Canisters with Power Head >
*HOOVER *KIRBY *RAINBOW *EUREKA *ORECK *DIRT DEVEL
*ELECTROLUX *SANITAIRE *SHARP *REGINA *KENMORE
Vacuum & Sewing Machine Repairs > Same Day Service. J

A Taste of the Bay real”

REsTaurRANT & LounGgE

CHinese & Hmerican Foon
(previously Wah Lee)

Many exciting dishes to choose

agen

(%)

We Offer a Full Service| from - Daily Lunch Specials.
_Cocktail Lounge! For Reservations or Food to Go

520 8. Main St., Yreka i S42-344k

\_ 109 Montague Rd. * 842-6570 * Yreka

~\

Local Professionals serving
Siskiyou County since 1985

* RN's * Enterostomal Nurse
* Diabetic Educator

—— * [V Therapy

 Mother & Baby home care

= Psychiatric Nurse

e Occupational Therapy

* Physical Therapy

» Speech Therapy

* Medical Social Services
(Including carsgiver referrals)

* Home Health Aide

MEDICARE CERTIFIED -® STATE LICENSED
ALL PAYER SOURCES ACCEPTED -
MEeDICARE PAYMENT ACCEPTED AS PAYMENT,IN FuLL

YREKA MT. SHASTA
842-7325 926-4142

SISKIYOU

HOME HEALTH
SERVICES

RICHARD L, HENDERSON, M.D.
WILFRED W, EASTMAN, JR. M.D.
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY
BoarD CERTIFIED

202 Lawrence Lane
Yreka, CA, 96097
Office: (916) 842-1267

===

\ 1833 S OregonSt J 402 S. Mt. Shgsta Bivd. J
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The building of a dream...

‘Photos by Fairchild Medical Center pharmacist Gordon Loomis

This picture shows the ten acres des-
tined to be developed into the- new
Fairchild Medical Center. The land sits
at the top of Bruce Street in Yreka and
was donated by Stan. Friden of Fort
Jones (below).

Serving the North State with many
of your healthcare needs!

~ | REDDING MEDICAL CENTER CROSSROADS IMMEDIATE CARE
244-5400 2226166 |
REDDING SPECIALTY HOSPITAL McCLoup COMMUNITY CLINIC
246-9000 064-2246
REDDING MEDICAL HOME CARE CoTtTtoNwooD COMMUNITY CLINIC
222-1992 . 347-4867

REDDING INDUSTRIAL AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH (RIOH)
246-7464 = ‘

NORTHCARE PHYSICAL THERAPY AND WELLNESS CENTER
24 1-4694

For more information
please call the facility
of interest to you.

Located in the Heart of Redding.

caraan e b ollen mn e e
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Approximately 52,000 cubic yards of soil were moved to level the sight
that would become the New Fairchild Medical Center.

__A&l\ - R e S R N

At left, surveyors Harry Bryan and Phil Bray (right) of Piemme and Bryan Inc. in
Yreka establish grades for the beginning stages of construction. Piemme and Bryan
did all of the survey work for the project. Above, Bob Ensele (left) a maintainance
supervisar at the hospital, watches the first pour of concrete.

Welcome | KL&M&TH

‘Fairchild Medical Center’ MﬂTﬁR LQDEE
JIM WILSON AFFORDABLE, FRIENDLY, OWNER-MANAGED LODGING!”

FORD/NISSAN 1111 Soute My St., YRERA

842-4126 842720l

MADRONE HOSPICE

celebrating two years
as a licensed, Medicare certified
hospice program
and growing...

“Thank you
for making Yreka a
better place to live.”

~ In the last six months of 1995, we provided care to 19 patients & families.
In 1996, we provided care to 63 patients & families.
In the first six months of 1997, we provided care to 57 patients/families.

1997 Diagnosis:
35 cancer patients
22 non-cancer patients

When people enter this world,
they’re surrounded with love, comfort & care.
Don't they deserve the same when they leave?

\ oo ... ADfOrmation: 842-3160

S
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Construction workers fill one of the 91 footings with concrete. The footings are used to provide  Because of the extensive use of concrete, it was pumped through a
extra support to the foundation of the structure. Some of these footings took up to eight cubic  large craine-like hose. More than 5,000 cublic yards of concrete were

yards of concrete. used in the entire building project.

;;[he Hospitals Moving?
o W We’ll Help With Th e The Pharmacy that cares abost your health.

) We do it all for you!
Al‘rangements g Our professionally staffed pharmacies
: o are here to serve you and provide superior
| pharmaceutical service. Our pharmacists
* are available to consult with you on all
B "% We have a wide selection of arrangements and cut of your prescription and over the counter
flowers for you. Al of them are florist quality. needs. We accept most major health plans

2 ,ﬁ%’ You'll find plenty of variety too; Indoor and and insurances such as:
oy outdoor, blooming and green plants. And if

RS e

4% flowers just don’t seem to convey your R NET, INC.[g]
sentiment, you can say it with a balloon, FOUNDATION HEALTH )
or with candy or a card from our greeting ) Gt ST
ate i
card center. gp Medi.Cal i
. We're conveniently located at 1842 Fort %W% J

Jones Street. So next time you want to send
flowers to someone special, let us make the BLUE SHIELD

arrangements for you. ’
EHP ek

HEALTH CARE o
Network

Y Take Care’
Ve
A " » &
W PruCare of California

Supermarkets & Drug Centers

PAID FRESCRIPTIONS, INC

1842 Fort Jones Street, Yreka. (9 16) 84 2.4182
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Above, steel workers congratulate one another upon completion of the struc-

* tural framework for a job finished without any accidents or injuries. This “top-

ping off” ceremony is a tradition among steel workers. At left, Ray Hjertager of
Etna sandblasts a newly poured footing to allow the floor slab to bond secure-
ly with the footing. Below, steel workers hold on with their feet and legs while
applying bracing between the large steel beams.




Above, workers tie reinforcing steel
(rebar) together prior to pouring con-
crete in the main electrical room.
Nearly 200,000 pounds of rebar were
used. At right, workers finish the floor
slab in the pharmacy area. Below, a
worker installs dense foam insulation
over the concrete and steel decks on
the roof. Windows are framed on the
front of the hosptial administration area
(middle right), and a worker saws steel
wall studs for the emergency room.

FaIRcHILD MEeDICAL CENTER SALUTE 13
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A maze of pipes and conduits run overhead in the main corridor of the hospital.

Winter conditions did not sop workers for Iog as they worked hard tryin tofin-
ish exterior sheeting before storm conditions continued.

(916) 842-4948

TIM ZIMBELMAN
CA. Lic. #400045
1036 Limstone Circle
Yreka, CA. 96097

“A SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO MADE
g OUR NEW HOSPITAL POSSIBLE!

N, YREKA WESTERN RAILROAD
" BLUR @O0ST
EXCURSION TRAIN

“AN UNFORGETTABLE |
EXPERIENCE!”

842-4146

CARE FACILITY
“positive living experience for seniors”

Caring for our semiors with dignity and respect with specialized
care for active senlors and the memory impaired elderly.

*NUTRITIOUS MEALS AND SNACKS *CODE ALERT-WANDER SYSTEM

*SHORT TERM & RESPITE CARE 2 AVAILABLE
AVATLABLE o2y  *PERSONALIZED HOUSEKEEPING
*FULL RANGE OF ACTIVITIES g ¥ *LAUNDRY SERVICE
*MEDICAL SUPERVISION | ¥4mart  «COURTESY VAN
(916) 436-2514 1ic. 1471373385

424 Hwy. A-12, P.O. Box 417, Grenada, CA. 96038 /

e s aa Y, aVatala T e i P S S O BT AL

MEMBER F.D.I.C.
BANK WITH
PEOPLE YOU KNOW!

Eight convenient locations
to serve you:

MecCloud
I 964-2156

Dunsmuir
% 535.4812

Tulelake
5" ce7-4557

Mt. Shasta
¥ 926-1680

Main Office - Yreka
e 842-6191
Greenview

ll:':§-¢;‘68-5363 or 467-5812

Dorris
¥ 397.2711

Weed
Ca 938-2781




FAIRCHILD MEepicAL. CENTER SALUTE 15

Above, electrician Tom Huskey of Unlty Electric in Shasta Lake stands in the main electrical room.
The distribution panel gives off 277/440 volts and 3,000 amps.

Left, Kirby Smith of F.M. Booth solders copper supply lines that bring water into pétients’ rooms.

yreke CAR, WASH

Siskiyoun County’s ouly Full-Sewice Con Wask
RURALVISION, INC, * INTERIOR CLEANING & POLISHING AT OUR DETAIL CENTER®
11903 Main St., Fort Jones * CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED *

800-TV-RURAL or 468-2100
|i CA. Contractor’s License #695868

1270 So. Mamv St., YRERA ® 842-7379

CHURCHILL INSURANCE, INC. SiSkiYOI.I County’s
120 So. Oregon St.
o () Low Price I.eadcr!

916 842-3578 FAX 842-9164

CONGRAULATIONS ON THE NEW
FAIRCHILD MEDICAL CENTER,

nE ' OPEN 24 HRS.
IT IS A WONDERFUL ADDITION TO OUR
COMMUNITEES HEALTH CARE! 915 So. Main St., Vl'¢|(a

JERRY, MARCIA, TRES 842'1314

S ——

—
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1997 EDITION

Ron Toth (above) of Executone installs
the telephone and data circuits.

Phil Laubacher {right) of Big Springs
installs siding over vapor barriors on the.
outside of the facility.

Next page, top left, workers begin work
paving the parking lot.

Altogether, 139 trees were planted with-
in the parking lots (below).

* Foreign & Domestic

CoMPLETE AUTO BODY REPAIRS & PAINTING

“>Insurance Specialists >Expert Color Matching >Frame & Unibody
>Auto Glass >Quality Workmanship >Free Estimates >Pick-Up & Delivery

PPG Certified Refinish Technician
CHANDLER Auto Boby & PaINT
842-6230  rax: 842-7230
1391 MONTAGUE RD., YREKA

WALxMART®

“Always Low Prices on Brands You Trust” ALWAYS!
WALXxMART PHARMACY

Hours: 9 am - 6 pm ¢ Mon. thru Sat.
842-9060
1906 FT. JONES RD.,

e o)
L-.‘--A

YREKA

®
NOVUS

/ Congratulations Yreka

on the opening of your new hospital!

ROBERT A. CARTER, M.D.
UROLOGY

200 N. Main St. 912 Pine St.
Yreka, CA. 96097 Mt. Shasta, CA. 96067

N 916/842-7357 916/926-3891

PURE PERFECTION

Mobile Det,alhng Speclallsts

Ivar A. Howmann R
Owner

R

| Shasta Unlley Tires

“For youn passenger, light buck, & o tines”
~ 450 South 11th St_, Montague

499-319)

I

James Prace
ANTIQUE FURNITURE, GLASSWARE, TOOLS,

CAROUSEL HORSES & MENAGERIE.
VARIETY OF EVERYTHING.

OPEN MON.-SAT.,9:30-5:00 - CLOSED SUNDAYS
216 Thith St., Breka » 842-5454
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A worker begins laying the donor bricks. Note the top grooves in the bricks. This is

where the personalized plagues will be placed. The bricks run along both sides of the
front of the hosptial and then up to the door.

NATURE'S KITCHEN THE VICTORIAN “We Welcome The New Hospitall”
Breakfast & Lunch 6 days a week HAIR SALON & GIFTS B.Y.T.E.S.
Dz'n'nerss 473“7131?6 & Sat. 842-2101
z BOB YO S TELEPH EQUIP
! PARSON'S GUN SHOP YOUNG’ EPHONE EQUIPMENT AND SERVICE
LUCY’S FISEING & HUNTING *BUSINESS °RESIDENTIAL
CAREER & CASUAL FASHIONS SALES & REPAIR *SALES SERVICE INSTALLATION
S .g’;dz"llm S5 /‘Space is now available to 842-4276 sREPAIR ¢JACKS sWIRING PRE-WIRING
join these fine merchants. - MEMORY LANE DOLLS OVER 33 YEARS EXPERIENCE
%W%Gnégoggm Call: 842 "41 67 A complete selection of porcelain “FOR SERVICE ~ CALL”
e ace neparr -
mlgiiz(.)lzo_’, € 412 S. MAIN, YREKA Supphessfzr_‘;lzglécmﬂs YREKA State License #692115 842-6006

maa?xs 100K SHOP SALES & “The people at Scott Valley Respiratory Home

SERVICE - Care congratulate the staff at the new
ek « Resilionce FAIRCHILD MEDICAL CENTER!”
JE""‘.' S = Business ®Auto SCOTT VALLEY RESPIRATORY
35 Yrs. Experience lForeign & Domestlc H 0 ME C st
o4-BR. EMERGENCY SERVICE Your locally owned Specialists in Respiratory
KEYS = LOCKS = SAFES = DOOR CLOSERS & Home Health Care Equipment.
EXIT HARDWARE = AUTOMATIC DOORS | 24-HOUR SERVICE
Serving Siskiyou County for over 2l years... HOME OXYGEN AND RELATED EQUIPMENT...
Mir;f;’ gffﬁiéf oﬁ%ﬂ; abfnﬁﬁf ?ﬁt “;;ea‘f;ta , * Nebulizer Compressors ® Hospital Beds ®Portable Oxygen Systems

e Wheelchairs ©Crutches ®Walk:
842 5 1 22 o5 1"800 aas 2297 » Medi-Care Z;);):'l;sve; t:IE:'z'v\)thateerISnsurcmce
881 5. M.MN YRERA ~ SERVING ALL OF SISKIYOU COUNTY ~
Sl e #1203 and #1204 | 841-3000 or 1.800.760.2 732
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Two workers build the Fairchild McConnell Fountain at the front
side of the hosptal. The fountain was built to honor Leah
Fairchild McConnell who personally donated $1 million for the
facility. The McConnell Foundation donated another $1 million.
At nght the completed Fairchild Medical Center prior to its
opening day.

RICHTER SCALE REAL ESTATE

*We promise you no “Aftershocks” or surprises in your transaction
sWe pledge you “Fault Free” homes & property
*We give you a “10+ Rating” on quality homes & property
+To find out how hard we will work for you why don't yeu give us a shake!
JOHN RICHTER-BROKER/OWNER-SERVING SISKIYOU CO. FOR 17 YRS.
“Richter Scale Will Make The $aIe!”

3 offices to serve you:

©842-6106 *926-3831 ©938-1553

“Drink Our W ater
MT SFMIA;%-I.A Snd lYou'll F¥ever

G Pveed A Hospitall”

Free Set Up & Delivery.
Call & Ask About Our Introductory Offer...

1 -800—922—6227

7 _ p—— = N r
[ Our staff gives welcome
to our New Hospitall '

| TRI COUNTIES BANK
Member FDIC SCOﬂ a[l

@ 842-2761 || e e
ggg%murﬁ#e 165 So. Broadway, Yreka 515 So. Broadway, Yreka ¢ 842-6141
- _j |
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‘thought, ‘wouldn’t it be a neat thing to

Opening ceremony inspires song

BY LORI SELLSTROM
Daily News Staff Writer

YREKA — Fred Wichmann knew
he was way over his head when he
commissioned himself to write a spe-
cial composition for the opening cere-
mony of the new Fairchild Medical
Center. But he was inspired, and inspi--
ration often leads to success.

Wichmann, director of the State of
Jefferson Band, was serving on the
hospital fund-raiser ‘brick campaign
when he was struck with the idea of
writing a composition dedicated to the
new hospital’s opening day.

“T always knew that at some point
there would be this big opening day
ceremony,” said Wichmann. “Then I

have a special composition to play at
this one-time event?..Throughout his-
tory, important events have been
marked by having a composition com-
missioned for these kinds of things.”

There was a problem, though.
Except for writing a few short numbers
for the choir at Covenant Chapel
School, Wichmann never did anything
like this before.

But he was inspired.

See CEREMONY on page 20

TOTAL GHIMNEY SERVICES

Tony Reitz 2~ ™
Proprietor 'CERTIFIED

__________________ CA. Contractor's Sl
Lic. #516471
465'2308 Certified CSIA

WOOD ¢ GAS » PELLET STOVES
Serving All of Siskiyou County Since 1980

PHOTO BY GORDON LOOMIS

Fred Wichmann directs the State of Jefferson Community Band and Choir during the opening ceremony.

LARRY J. ARKFELD

Attorney at Law
118 Fourth Street, Yreka, CA 96097

842-4467

Practice Limited to Worker’s Compensation, Social Security
Disability and Personal Injury :

JIM KUTZER
INSURANCE

Complete Insurance Service
Allstate
A U Blue Cross llﬂd&p&ﬂﬂem
__ of Callfomla lnsurance

Agent .
e Group e Life
- @ Health/Accident
e Cancer - |.C.U.
e Medicare Supplements
» Disability Income

842-1674

1-800-842-1674
1019 South Main, Yreka

" Mercy Medical Center

Mt. Shasta

extends Congratulations &
Best Wishes to...

FAIRCHILD
MEDICAL CENTER

We join you in serving
| our Siskiyou Co. Community.

{1 Mercy Medical Genter, Mt. Shasta
914 Pine St., Mt. Shasta

926-6111
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Ceremony

Continued from page 19

“When T've written music before,
T've always wrote the music first and
then found the words to fit the music,”
said Wichmann. “But this time the
words seemed like the most important
part. So I wrote several poems first

_ and then wrote the music to fit the
words.” ; )

Wichmann said he began writing
the lyrics by imagining the actual
opening ceremony and those who
would be attending.

“I pictured a crowd that included
people that would need the services of
the hospital at some point,” said
Wichmann. i

“This turned out to be a musical
announcement of the hospital opening
titled “A fanfare — for those in need”
and included trumpets blasting.

For the next section Wichmann
imagined all the people who gave of
themselves to see the project through
to completion.

“In the poem, I wrote about the
attributes of some of these people,”
said Wichmann. “I described the ‘eyes
of a leader, locked on a goal that would

" seem too high,’ the ‘hands of a volun-
teer, and the ‘heart of a patron.”

Things came together nicely in the
last movement with a “Prayer From
Those Who Heal.”

“This came from a common prayer
for those who are about to receive
treatment at a medical care facility to
‘guide the hands of the caregivers,”
said Wichmann. “It’s written from the
caregiver’s point of view, asking for
divine guidance in the decisions they
make.”

The first verse described what
Wichmann envisioned as a dilemma
for care-givers — especially in a com-
munity where patients are more than
names, but actually friends and neigh-
bors of the doctors, nurses and thera-
pists. :

It began:

They come to us in need
and place their loved ones in our
care,

and tell us to proceed

in making everything all right.
They beg us to succeed

in making everything all right.
Then the chorus joined in:
Guide our hands, guide our hands.
Unto the dark, shed light.

Help us know what’s wrong,
what’s right.

Guide our hands.

As the choir began the last chorus
of the prayer, they were joined in by
the band, playing the open fanfare call-
ing “those in need,” and by soloist Lee
Pierce singing the verse from the
march “for those who give.”

CENTER 1!

FAIRCHILD MEDICAL

“The result is a musical reflection of
the actual opening ceremonies — with
everyone represented at the same time
— just as they were in the parking lot
of the new Fairchild Medical Center,”
said Wichmann. “This was an opening
ceremony that only happened once,
mirrored by a composition that was
only performed once.”

And for a one-time performance,
this was no easy task. When the piece
was completed the first time and the
musicians tried to play it, several flaws
were noticed and much of the piece had
to be re-written.

“Altogether, I wrote 40,000 notes
and rests on paper,” said Wichmann. “I
know they have music software to do
these kinds of things, but I didn’t have
time to learn a program.”

Trophies

842-1706

Cliff’s Trophies

& Screen Printing
111 So. Oregon, Yreka

. PHOTO BY GORDON LOOMIS
Fred Wichmann presents his original piece of music to Lee Salter, president of the McConnell Foundation, and shakes Dee
Domke’s hand. Domke is chairman of the board of the McConnell Foundation.

Other difficulties arose just before
the opening when several members of
the State of Jefferson Band were
unable to perform at the opening.

“We put out a plea to south county
musicians and the Southern Oregon
Symphony band for additional musi-
cians,” said Wichmann. “So we had
about 10 car loads of musicians coming
here from other areas. They didn't
even charge a fee. They did it because
it was a brand new composition and a
chance to perform for a real special
occasion.”

After the performance, Wichmann
presented the original music to the
McConnell Foundation, which donated
a large portion of the money used to
build the Fairchild Medical Center.

1902 Normandy Style
Stone Farmhouse

Hollyhock Farm

Bed & Breakfast
18705 Old Huwy. 99
Gazelle

435-2627

DR. DARYL WHEELER D.D.S.
DR. TREVER RAGAN D.D.S.
444 WEST MINER ST., YREKA
842-7323
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New medical center is state-of-the-art

BY CHRIS REARDON
FMC Staff Development Director

YREKA — At the new Fairchild
Medical Center there are a number of

things that are universal improve- -

ments over Siskiyou General Hospital,
beyond the mere fact that the $15.8
million 64,000 foot building is brand
new.

First and foremost, privacy and
convenience for the patients is a top
priority, followed closely by the cre-
ation of an intelligently designed
workplace for the staff to work effi-
ciently and safely.

" It also represents a change of focus
for all acute care hospitals. Over the
last 10 years, patierit length of-stay
has decreased by 26 percent while
outpatient surgeries have increased
by 25 percent. These medical trends
have required the hospital to direct
their planning toward outpatient ser-
vices: the new facility's allocation of
beds and the type of care emphasizes

- this focus.

When arriving at the new facility,
one of the immediate differences
between Siskiyou General Hospital
and the Fairchild Medical Center is
the ample parking. The area around
the hospital is a notable improvement,
with the new facility surrounded on
two sides with woodland views, and,
from some parts of the hospital, stun-
ning views of Mt. Shasta. In addition,
there are also many planted trees, a
rose garden, and a beautiful fountain.
The patients’rooms all have very large
windows to take advantage ‘of this
beautiful setting. There is also a beau-
tiful, non-denominational chapel at
the new facility. L

The medical center's lobby is
attractively sized, with an atrium to
add light and increase the sense of
spaciousness. All of the outpatient
departments, such as Lab, Diagnostic

RCHILD/ES

DICAL |

Dr. David Herfindahl makes a light joke at the opening ceremony.

Imaging, Cardiopulmonary and
Emergency are located directly off the
lobby for patient convenience. In addi-
tion, all of these departments-hdve
increased size and more logical layouts
to facilitate efficient operation,
increased -patient convenience, and
privacy. ,

" All patient rooms are very large,
and there are bathrooms and showers
in every room. With a new physical
plant, the environmental control, e.g.
room temperature and ventilation, is a
quantum leap from the antiquated
and over-taxed system at Siskiyou

| LINCARE=/*

Siskiyou County’s Only Joint Commission -
of Accreditation of Health Care Organizations

Accredited Oxygen Provider .

841-0503 or 926-4444 + (800) 600-4116
1525 B LUCAS ROAD, YREKA

OVER 260 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK
Blue Cross / Blue Shield ¢ Medicare / MediCal
e Supplemental Insurance Billed e

General Hospital. And, from the
standpoint of operational efficiency, all
support services (purchasing, engi-
neering; central supply, etc)-are loeat-
ed in close proximity to one another.

Let's take a look at each major
department at the new medical center
for some more specific changes.
o Medical/Surgical Unit

Most notably, there are no four-bed
wards in the Fairchild Medical Center.
Instead, there are 8 private and 12
semi-private beds. Each room has its
own toilet, and each bed has its own
phone and television. In addition, the

PHOTO BY GORDON LOCMIS

area by each bed has oxygen, suction,
and medical air; this means no more
oxygen bottles and peripheral equip-
ment to take up floor space at the bed-
side, as well as a much quieter envi-
ronment.

e Obstetrics/Nursery

~ There are two birthing rooms, and
four obstetrics/gynecology beds. The
new labor and delivery' rooms are
drastically bigger, with room for a sep-
arate emergency neonatal area in the
event of a crisis. The nursery is con-

See COMPARISON on page 22

Beverly Manor
Convalescent Hospital

1515 South
Oregon Street

A BEVERLY HEALTH AND REHABILITATION CENTER

We provide a sense of belonging and dignity through personal
attention, social activities and total rehabilitative services including:

% 24-Hour Skilled Nursing

4 Medicare Certification

< Physical Therapy Services

4 Occupational Therapy Services
< Speech/Language Pathology
% Respiratory Therapy Services

For a personal tour, call

842-4361

Yreka, California
'96097

Beverly Manor delivers an array of health care aptions including
around-the-clock skilled nursing, medical, therapeutic and other
services. Giving individualizéd care while helping patients on the
pathway home to family and friends is our goal. -

Your
patimay
home
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Comparison

Continued from page 21

siderably larger, with a window that
fronts on a hallway so that visitors can
view the newborns without entering
the department. This also serves to
increase security in the nursery by
restricting access into the department.
¢ Special Care Unit .

There are two private and two

- semi-private beds, each with a toilet, -

TV, and phone. The rooms are
arranged so that they can always be
viewed from the nursing station, and
are equipped with state-of-the-art car-
diovascular monitoring. One room is
also constructed as a negative -atmos-
pheric pressure isolation unit, in the
. event of critically infectious disease.’
* Emergency Department

The size of this department has
been significantly increased, both in
the number of beds as well as the size
of the rooms. There are now two minor
treatment beds, one
gynecological/ENT room, a very large
two bed major medical/trauma room,
and a two bed extended stay room. In
addition, there is a very large shel-
tered ambulance bay, with a chemical
decontamination area directly outside
the entrance. The department is
directly adjacent to Diagnostic
Imaging, so patients requiring X-Rays,
ete., will not have to go through any
public corridors, thereby increasing

privacy.

¢ Qutpatient Surgery

~ This department is reflective of
major changes. Aside from being
tremendously more spacious, there
are now 8 beds total. There are com-
pletely separate areas for pre-surgical
and post-surgical patient care; an
enlarged office area for preoperative
patient teaching, and a private consul-
tation room for surgeons to conference
with family members after surgery.
Also, Outpatient Surgery is directly
contiguous with the Surgery
Department itself: no longer will
patients be wheeled through public
corridors to come and go to surgery.

s Surgery :

There are now two major operating
rooms, one minor procedure room, and
one endoscopy room. As with all the
patient care rooms at the Fairchild
Medical Center, these are all much
bigger than those at Siskiyou General
Hospital. All the rooms are designed
for better environmental control and
more privacy. The Post Anesthesia
Recovery (PAR) room is enormous
compared to Siskiyou General
Hospital's PAR, and with four beds
they will be able to keep patients with
more prolonged recoveries in the
department without interfering with
the flow of the other surgical patients.
o Inpatient Physical Therapy

Inpatient Physical Therapy now
has a full-body whirlpool in their new
room located adjacent to the Medical
Surgical Unit. |
¢ Laboratory

Siskiyou General Hospital's old lab,

while wall-to-wall with state-of-the-
art diagnostic equipment, was a literal
maze with small pathways leading
through mounds of equipment At the
Fairchild Medical Center, this condi-
tion is a thing of the past, with
increased - size, storage, and an effi-
cient layout.
¢ Cardiopulmonary

There are now two separate rooms
for pulmonary and cardiac stress test-
ing. Additionally, the room for EEG
testing is fully soundproof
e Diagnostic Imaging

Organizational, layout, and techno-
logical improvements are the hall-
marks of this department at the
Fairchild Medical Center. At Siskiyou
General Hospital, each technologist
taking a patient to ultrasound or
nuclear medicine would have to walk
800-1000 feet each time; the superb
layout of the new department drasti-
cally reduces this distance. ,

Moreover, since the department is
designed as a self-contained unit pri-
vacy is markedly improved for the
patients. The X-ray rooms are 50 per-
cent bigger than the old ones, with 360
degrees access around the tables. One
notable technological improvement is
the new $240,000 fluoroscopy unit,
which allows digital processing of the
images. This means that because the
image is digital instead of being on
conventional film, pictures with less-
than-optimal qualities can simply be
digitally enhanced by computer, with-
out the need to re-shoot the picture.
This laser processor, initially to be

used on all C.T. scans and fluoroscopy
tests, will soon be available for nuclear
medicine and ultrasound as well.

Other improvements include a pri-
vate dressing area in mammography,
a hands-off intercom system that
allows staff to communicate with other
parts of the department without inter-
rupting an exam in progress, and a
records storage system that will allow
four years of radiology records to
remain in the department instead of
only three months as was. the case at
Siskiyou General Hospital.

e Dietary

The kitchen is designed in a much
more efficient fashion which will not
only improve Kitchen activities on a
day-to-day basis, but will also vastly
improve the kitchen's ability to cater
functions.

The staff will delight at no longer
being on the second story; at the new
facility there is a distinct absence of
ramps, and there is a delivery bay
directly at their back door. The cafete-
ria is quite large, with huge windows
looking out at view of the woodlands
behind the hogpital. Just outside is a
very large patio with trees and a beau-
tiful rose garden dedicated to the
memory of Jane Friden.

* Business Office

There will now be a conference
room available at the Fairchild
Medical Center for people to discuss
billing issues in private, instead of the
more public setting at Siskiyou
General Hospital. With the advent of
the new, sophisticated phone- system

MOUNTAIN VIEW

Specia/izec/ Car_{e {or’ Memopq Impairec/ Elc/eplq.

Hquq fpaineq] pm{essional daft.
Eleqh‘n'f home sefling. Elder 1D Available.

2102 FT1. JONES RD., YREKA
‘ 842-9680 Lic. #475000165
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at the Fairchild Medical Center,
incoming calls can be dialed directly to
the.majority of phones at the hospital
without the need to go through the
PBX. This will greatly reduce the
number of incoming calls the PBX
operator must handle, thereby making
it much easier to get operator assis-
tance when it is necessary to do so.
e Data Processing

The Fairchild Medical Center has
been designed and constructed with
extensive wiring and cabling in place
to facilitate the expansion of computer
facilities as the years unfold.
* Purchasing

At Siskiyou General Hospital, the
Purchasing Department was in a sep-
arate building this caused nearly end-
less headaches for staff trying to bring
supplies to the main hospital building
unscathed through wind, rain, snow,
dust, heat, and cold. Needless to say,
at the Fairchild Medical Center, this is
a thing of the past. Also, supplies
delivered to the hospital can now enter
directly through large double doors
and be stored in an inherently more
logical efﬁclent layout than the old

' facility.

¢ Central Supply/Services

Now in a larger setting, the depart-
ment has several energy-saving fea-
tures such as on-demand water
heaters for the sterilizers, and a new
jet scrubber used as one of the steps in
the sterilizing of instruments post-sur-
gically.

¢ Engineering

Technologwal 1mprovements are
most notable in this department. Now,
from a central station, the environ-
mental controls for heating and cooling
the entire facility can be monitored
and adjusted.

For anyone who has either roasted
or frozen due to the aging system at
Siskiyou General Hospital, this fea-
ture will be much appreciated: And on
the subject of cooling, the Fairchild
Medical Center has five 10,000 pound
air conditioners to handle the heat of
summer. Heating the facility during
the cold months is now much more
energy efficient now that heat
exchangers on the boilers heat all the
"domestic" hot water in the facility.

Other central monitoring systems
include computerized analysis of fuel
consumption, amount of fuel remain-
ing, and the status of all gases (such
as oxygen, nitrogen), as well as vacu-
um systems, are all monitored cen-
trally from the engineering depart-
ment.

Emergency power is vastly
improved at the Fairchild Medical
Center with a high-tech generator
that, while massive, is very quiet, and
an extensive system of emergency
lights and outlets. Lastly, even the air
coming into the hospital is highly fil-
tered to scrub out dust, pollen, and
other contaminants.
¢ Environmental Services

There's no doubt that caring for a

brand new building versus one that is
70 years old is considerably easier,
psychologically if nothing else. And to
help the staff of this department
accomplish that goal are helpful
design features such as larger supply
and utility sink areas, as well as auto-
matic chemical/soap dispensers.
¢ Auxiliary

The hospital Auxiliary will now
have a bigger gift shop, and it will be
more accessible to the public in its
location right of the main lobby.
Additionally, two members of the
Auxiliary will staff the information
desk from 8 am. to 4 p.m.; and, as
always, they will offer free blood pres-

sure checks as well. -

The Fairchild Med1ca1 Center goes
far beyond merely replacing Siskiyou
General Hospital; it is the culmina-
tion of unflagging efforts, dedication,
and fantastic generosity of the people
of Siskiyou County. In ushering in the
21st century for Siskiyou County, it
assures that our children and our chil-
dren's children will have quality
health care in this beautiful place we
call home. It is a testimony that even
today, in a world often laced with cyn-
icism and diminishing resources,
vision, integrity, and undaunted per-
sistence can move mountains.

PHOTO BY GORDON LOOMIS

All regular incare patient rooms feature large windows, phones and televisions.
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